Dear Jim, 12/2/73 

One of the things for which I've had to take time from work is trying to collect 
some of wiiat I've ge^n gypped out of. The total sum is considerable. Of the larger sums, 
to my knowledge the statute has run on the smallest only. In that state I have a friend from 
the past who did look into it and did try to get me hew York counsel, without success. I'm 
writing to ask if you can tell me if there is a general rule of law or you you know where 
I can learn what the California law is on a special case. I spoxe to Eci., who is limited 
because of his firmfis clients about; several hew York things and I hope Jie doesn't forget. 

To a degree I have been successful. I think I have one settlement worked out. It came 
to a head^this past week, a letter was to have been written confirming it and including a 
release, xt did not come. Out then on Friday I got a call from the secretary saying the lawyer 
had been called out of town and saying both were going into that day's mail. 

If this goes through as I expect it to , then my immediate problem with the bank will 
be postponed and I'll be able to pay back the money I borrowed for my last two annual pay- 
ments to the bank. There may even be enough to finish the repair on the roof and stop the 
leaking entirely! And the larger number of books sold last weekend than I'd expected, when 
Bud sends me the money, with be about 3—4 of the interest payment due in a month. 

This does give you a notion of the way we live. Jt is not at all like the fictions 
that have been bandied about. 

Don t take time from what you are doing to research the answer to this California question, 

i wrote Bon Treuhaft some time ago and he agreed to take that case. We used to be friends 
during and belore World War II, when he was a federal lawyer. In fact, when I was hailed 
before a supersecret Congressional hearing over one of my irrefutable anti-Nazi corporate 
exposures, as a personal friend of the editor he was our lawyer at that hearing. He had 
nothing «o do because I took care of us, but that is when we met. He used to come up for 
Sunday dinner when we were at the farm, which was much later. So, he asked mo for a set of 
the papers and laboriously I copieu tnem all and sent them and got no answer, not. even an 
acknolweagement of receipt. __ 

What is involved is the purchase of books never paid for and never sold. The superficial 
indications are tnat phis particular wholesaler, who ha a done well with my earlier books, 
refused to sell the last, askeu me to get up a special mailing, said he would not include 
it with his bills but would mail it as a separate thing to attract attention, and 1 spent 
something like $330.00 for this, only to start getting orders directly from his customers. 

In a short while there were 15 or 16 uireet orders, so he was not selling them. Then there 
came a time when he returned them without getting the customary authorization. Not only 
that but he returned them to the wrong address, ignoring the change of address we had sent. 

VJhen I learned of this and having had large losses from shipping damages, none of which 
were ever compensated, I made arrangements with the local trucker 0 's claims agent for the 
books .o be delivered only when he and I could go over them on receipt and compute and agree 
on the damage. ^ e die! admit visible damage. Because iim.ediate delivery involved long trips by 
hand iron the road or a special small truck, he agreed to hold off end warehouse until I 
could clear the lane that was overgrown when we moved in. When I had this done I phoned for 
them to deliver, after checking with a local lawer and learning what I had to do to protect 
my interest, not waive it. Then, ins teas of keeping the date for this delivery, and all 
this is recorded, largely in correspondence, the trucker wrote the shipper in California and 
said that I had refused to accept the shipment and that they would be charged warehousing 
costs. Instead of checking ’.rath ne, the California coaapny authorized them to destroy. I 
wrote them immediately but got no response. This was in 1968, probably. 

Intermittently, I dunned the wholesaler for payment, not being able to hire a Calif, 
lawyer. In response to one such letter they sent a stat of their ledger which is not only 
inaccurate but is crooked. They took unauthorized discounts in the earlier cases in which 
they^did pay, the first two books and a number of orders, but on their books posted payment 
for the correct amount, xn other words, they were knocking down on us ana the state and federal 
governments. Naturally, this led to an error on their books. 

I have feareu that the statute hac. run and that nothing could be done. However, just 
before Ed came down I got a bill from them for several hundred dollars they claim is due 
them! Of course we owe them nothing and they owe^us something like $5,000. So, with this 
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In these kinds of things I have come to have faith in my hunches. This is to say 
whei, there seems to be nothing else on which to go. The record is good on them. For a 
long time this feeling has told me that Caddy is important in all of this and to the degree 
I could I have been trying. Thus I know that the Post did not make a separate file on 
him in its morgue and no retrieval is possible there. % early filing on this was worse 
than the present bad because I have to file in the way I think I'll use, other .-rise no 
retrieval is possible. This newest confirms that my Caddy hunch was right, and I think we 
are far from what it should yield when we can look into it, even if wo will be without 
the capability of looking into it thoroughly. 

There are soma tilings 1 know that have not been published. And those that have been 

published have been forgotten. In time 1 hope to be able to recover what I have that has 

been published because some tine back I segregated those files and when I can am going over 
them again. This will also isolate all I have on the early reporting on Hunt. 

(Here I am positive now that Szulc was and my still be and I think is Agency. I 

have taken the time to explore in his writings, the book you got me and another, where I also 

have old files I believe I did not give to Howard.) 

At the outset Caddy gave signs everyone missed of being an important person in this 
whole affair. I remember some of these vividly enougn because I was then looking. The offer 
I made to Bud through you did not include all and he still has the capability, I think, if 
not the ability. If something comes of this, we have ample possibilities, I think. But 
as you may have occasion to go over any old files, please be alert to any mention of Caddy 
and of the firm Hogan & Hartson. There ha3 been no public explanation of why Cox asked Bittman 
to resign as Hunt's lawyer. I think Caddy is the answer. 

Also please be alert to any mention of General Foods. I have come up with another 
connection of them, this time through the executive vice president. Caddy was said to 
have represented them at Mullen, to have just had space at ulien for his work for 
General Foods. He did nothing withj&eir merchandizing and i'm sure with their normal * 
public relations. This was a front. Nothing else explains it. 

When there is time at the library, I think a check of Kindenan should be made in the 
standard indexes, like of lawyers, writers, NYTimes, etc. You know now that my hunch on 
his Mexican address was a good one, if we do not know that he was in the same office as 
Ogarrio 8x Daguerre, it is quite possible that he also was Agency/ 

My schedule for the coming week is tighter than usual. We ar.- going out socially this 
.evening, a rarity. I have personal chores to attend tomorrow which will take some of the day. 
And Wednesday a.m. the reporter I mentioned is coning. He ''11 be here several days. If this 
works we'll be getting some good attention of a kind that just got killed in a less reputable 
but better-paying medium, I suspect directly or indirectly because of the woner's relations 
with Nixon and his need for favorable federal rulings. I also have a slightly encouraging 
and somewhat unclear letter from my British agent, to whom I’ll write further today. 

Smells like Nil has breakfast working. 

The city directory checking I asked may be important... I feel that despite the present 
need I'd best postpone this writing until I work my way to it. This always helps my thinking. 

I can and with need would skip my way to it, but I think without need I should not and will 
not. I have the part I've started to finish and one more before I am at that. Meanwhile, I 
may get more. These parts are really individual books. And for them these interruptions are 
bad because in a mont Nil will be working full-time and will have little time for retyping. 
This the interruptions are very bad. Hot long after the tax season starts she'll be working 
on taxes nights, too. She puts in a helluva season. With all the other strese.es and str ain s, 
it is remarkable that she can. 

The time may come when McCord can help. There has never been a time when he didn_t need 
my help. I made an overture and won t go further now. on him. may regard all of this as 
giving him a conflict of emotional and patriotic interest. But he has to know much about those 
who interest us. 

Andy St. George says tiiat Gzule was fired over a Miami Vuban story he wrote. I got no 
details because we were interrupted. Szulc is younger than I, so, with what t know ana what 
I suspect, this can be srue. Beat, 



